
  
 

 Q: What is the Rally Together Fund? 

A: Rally Together was developed to provide one-time recovery funding for amateur sport organizations 
who have seen a decrease in membership and volunteerism due to COVID-19. The Rally Together Fund 
has a funding envelope of $4M and is supported by the Province of B.C. and administered through 
viaSport British Columbia. The fund is comprised of two grants: the Rally Together Sport Participation 
Grant and the Rally Together Volunteerism Grant. 

Q: What is the fund intended to do?  
A: The Rally Together Fund was developed to help re-ignite participation and volunteerism in amateur 
sport following the declines experienced as a result of the pandemic. This fund will help to ensure that 
B.C.’s amateur sport system continues to provide opportunities for sport development and recovery as 
well as the significant community and economic benefits. 
 
Q: Who is eligible to receive this funding? 
A: Each grant within the Rally Together fund has slightly different eligibility requirements.  
 
The Sport Volunteer Grant is open to provincial, disability and multi-sport organizations that are 
accredited, recognized or affiliated with viaSport. Non-profit local sport organizations can submit 
applications, but must be members of a viaSport accredited, recognized or affiliated organization to be 
eligible.  
 
The Sport Participation Grant is open to the same group of non-profit sport organizations as listed 
above, except multi-sport organizations. Successful applicants must be able to prove their organization 
had a 20% decrease in membership due to the impacts of COVID-19.  
 
Q: Who is NOT eligible to receive this funding? 
A: For-profit organizations and organizations not accredited, recognized, or affiliated by viaSport are 
not eligible for the Sport Volunteer Grant. For-profit organizations, organizations not accredited, 
recognized, or affiliated by viaSport and organizations that do not meet the 20% membership loss 
threshold and did not receive special consideration are not eligible for the Sport Participation Grant. 
Organizations that do no meet the membership loss threshold will be contacted by viaSport with 
instructions on how to apply for special consideration. 

Q: How much funding could our organization receive?  

A: Provincial, disability, and multi-sport organizations that receive a grant will be awarded between 
$15,000 and $35,000. Local sport organizations that receive a grant will receive between $5,000 and 
$15,000. Those organizations applying in the partnership stream will be awarded between $35,000 and 



  
 

$160,000. Funding amounts are recommended by a review panel which provides them to viaSport, 
viaSport presents the recommendations to the provincial government for final approval. 

Q: What are the timelines for these grants? 

A: The application period opens on September 23, 2022. All applications must be received by November 

4, 2022 in order to be considered. Programs running between December 1, 2022 and January 15, 2024 

are eligible for funding.  

 

Q: How are grant funding amounts decided?  

A: The Sport Participation and Sport Volunteer grants will have their respective review panels. The panel 

will be comprised of sport development experts in the amateur sport sector. The panel will review all 

eligible applications and make recommendations on what organizations should receive funding and the 

funding amounts. The Ministry of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport will make final decisions.  

Q: Can we apply for both Sport Participation and Sport Volunteer Grants?  

A: Yes, if you are eligible for both grants, you can submit applications for both Sport Participation and 

Sport Volunteer Grants.  

 

Q: Can funding from a grant be used for one of our existing programs?  

A: In the application, you must show how the funding will meet the grant requirements. Funding from 

both Sport Participation and Sport Volunteer Grants can be used to compliment an existing program but 

it needs to be clear how that specific funding will meet the intent and eligibility of the grant.  

 

Q: Can you help our organization determine what type of projects/programs meet the fund 

intentions?  

A: Projects/Programs designed to re-ignite community participation, volunteerism and opportunities for 

sport development and recovery such as, but not limited to:  

 Sport Specific Days: events to celebrate, encourage and promote your sport 

 New Camps in New Communities to try out your sport 

 Programs and initiatives targeted at youth volunteerism and participation  

 Social Media and Marketing campaigns targeted at youth 

 Youth volunteer campaign for officials, coaches and support  

 Membership/Volunteer Acknowledgement Projects such as pancake breakfasts, BBQs, and other 

volunteer recruitment events 

 Outreach and Expansion Projects such as Community Centre visits, Under Privileged and School 

Programs 

 



  
 

Sport Participation Grant 
 

Q: What is the purpose of the sport participation grant? 

A: The purpose of the grant is to provide one-time funding that is intended to support the development 

of programs focused on rebuilding sport participation and membership in an amateur sport 

organization.  

 

Q: How is the 20% membership loss calculated?  
A: Membership data will be calculated by taking both the previous fiscal year loss (from 2020 to 2021) 
and the 4-fiscal year average loss (from 2017-2021). If both calculations equal to a loss of 20% or more, 
organizations are eligible. Both calculations are used accommodate for special circumstances or 
membership period differences.  
 

Q: How do we calculate our membership loss as a local sport organization? 
A: Local sport organizations need to show a 20% membership loss to be eligible for the Sport 
Participation Grant. Organizations will be asked to submit their membership data from 2017-2020. With 
that data submitted, organizations will be notified if they are eligible to submit an application for the 
Sport Participation Grant.  
 

Q: If the local sport organization can prove they experienced a 20% loss to their membership but the 

provincial organization (that is accredited, recognized, or affiliated) is not eligible, can the local 

organization still apply?  

A: Yes, the local sport organizations can still apply 

Q: Why does the application portal read “Organizations and individual applicants can apply”. Does 
this mean individuals are eligible for this grant?  
A: Individuals are not eligible to receive this grant. The language in the portal refers to which type of 
SurveyMonkeyApply (the application platform) users can submit an application. When registering a 
SurveyMonkeyApply account, users are asked to register as an individual or as an organization. The 
above language allows for individual users accounts to represent their respective organizations without 
the need to create an organization-specific account. 

Sport Volunteer Grant  

Q: What is the purpose of the Sport Volunteer Grant?  
A: The purpose of this grant is to support organizations who have experienced a loss to their volunteer 
efforts due to COVID-19. The funds are intended to provide sport organizations support for their 
volunteer recruitment and retention strategies.   
 



  
 

 
Q: What is the definition of volunteer?  
A: For the purpose of this grant, volunteer is defined as a person who provides a service to a sport 
organization with either no remuneration or an honorarium/stipend given in return. The capacities 
include, but are not limited to, board member, official, manager, athlete assistant, coach, event 
volunteer and/or club administrator. 
 
Q: Can funding from this grant be used to pay a contractor to fill a position that is typically supported 
by a volunteer?  
A: The purpose of this grant is to support longer-term recruitment and retention volunteer strategies. 
Funding will not be approved for initiatives that only address a current organization need that does not 
support longer-term strategies. For example, funding for a consultant to support board recruitment 
strategies is eligible. A contract to hire a one-time event staff will likely not be funded.   
 
Q: Why does the application portal read “Organizations and individual applicants can apply”. Does 
this mean individuals are eligible for this grant?  
A: Individuals are not eligible to receive this grant. The language in the portal refers to which type of 
SurveyMonkeyApply (the application platform) users can submit an application. When registering a 
SurveyMonkeyApply account, users are asked to register as an individual or as an organization. The 
above language allows for individual users accounts to represent their respective organizations without 
the need to create an organization-specific account. 

 

Partnership Stream 

Q: What is the purpose of the partnership stream? 
A: After sector consultation, it was clear sport organizations value collaboration. The purpose of the 
partnership stream is to encourage unique partnerships that enables collaboration, innovation, and 
creativity.  
 
Q: Why are provincial and disability sport organizations unable to submit an application with their 
member clubs under the partnership stream? 
A: The purpose of the partnership stream is to encourage unique partnerships in the sport sector that 
enables collaboration, innovation and creativity. The grants provincial and disability sport organizations 
secure (not in the partnership stream) should benefit their membership and thus do not need a special 
stream to encourage submitting grants in partnership.   
 
Q: Can we name a partner who is not accredited, recognized, or affiliated with viaSport or a member 
of a club that is? 
A: All named partners need to meet the basic eligibility to be named as a partner. So, no, they cannot be 
named in the application. However, benefactors of the grant can be organizations that do not meet the 
basic criteria. For example, three local sport organizations who meet the basic criteria can apply for a 
partnership grant together. Those organizations can work with a local volunteer organization (that does 
not meet the grant eligibility) to boost their volunteer efforts.  
 



  
 

Q: Can we be named as a partner in the partnership stream and still submit a grant on our own?  

A: No, you cannot be named as a partner in the partnership stream and submit a grant on your own. For 
example, if you wanted to apply for the Sport Volunteer Grant, you could only submit an application on 
your own or be named as a partner in the partnership stream of the Sport Volunteer Grant. If eligible, 
you could submit a grant for the Sport Participation Grant and one for the Sport Volunteer Grant.  
 

 


