
LEADING VIA SPORT

viaSport engages and unifies British 
Columbians through the power of sport 
because the values and life skills developed  
via sport allow people to thrive for life. 

All British Columbians deserve equitable opportunities 

to develop and realize their potential through sport – as 

an athlete, coach, official or volunteer. To increase sport 

participation opportunities, viaSport unites leaders  

across sectors. 

Together, we leverage investment in sport to foster excellence, 

develop leadership, energize communities and advance broad 

public policy through quality sport experiences.

By managing the provincial government’s $16M investment, 

viaSport strives to increase participation and performance, to 

engage and energize communities and to leverage additional 

partnerships and revenue so that more British Columbians can 

thrive via sport and physical activity.

STRENGTHENING 
OUR SPORT 
SYSTEM 

To fulfill its vision of an active, healthy 

British Columbia where sport inspires 

a field of possibilities for all, viaSport 

focuses on five key areas of impact:

 1. Energize Communities

 2. Grow Participation

 3. Maximize Investment

 4. Foster Excellence

 5. Develop Leadership
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We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British 

Columbia through the Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development.



ENERGIZE 
COMMUNITIES

Administered and awarded 

$1.7M in grants to 632 recipients.

• 10 different sport-related grant 

programs strive to:  

 Increase participation 

  Improve gender equity 

  Develop coaches 

  Assist athletes 

  Host sporting events 

Served 118 unique communities 

across the province.

FOSTERING 
QUALITY SPORT 

Quality sport experiences lay the foundation for building 

physically, mentally and emotionally healthy individuals 

who are active for life.  

viaSport is uniting leaders to drive the positive changes 

necessary to ensure that amateur sport in British 

Columbia is: 

- Technically sound with programs that follow long 

term athlete development 

- Safe and well run with trained and effective coaches 

- Welcoming and inclusive for all participants 

Quality sport experiences don’t just happen. Quality 

sport is the result of intentional collaboration across 

sectors. viaSport invites parents, coaches, community 

leaders, teachers and volunteers to join us to champion 

quality sport at all levels of participation and in all regions 

of the province.

Map

Map based on Longitude (generated) and Latitude (generated).  Details are shown for Postal Code. The data is filtered on Approved or Denied, Fiscal and Grant Name Selector. The Approved or Denied filter keeps Approved. The Fiscal filter keeps
2016-2017. The Grant Name Selector filter keeps 5 members.
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ADVANCING 
INCLUSION
viaSport is leading province-wide research, initiatives 

and campaigns to create a more inclusive sport culture in 

B.C. to bring attention to the barriers faced by typically 

underrepresented populations. 

Key highlights from this past year in advancing inclusion in 

sport include: 

- Attracted $1M of additional revenue and in-kind 

contribution through partners in order to research, develop 

and implement changes required for sport programming 

to be equitable, welcoming and inclusive, specifically for: 

• Persons with a Disability 

• Marginalized Youth 

• Women and Girls

- Consolidated disability sport resources in a new online 

chatbot for sport in B.C. entitled ASH, Accessibility Sport 

Hub. ASH is Microsoft’s human-centred technology 

platform that enables experts to share their resources with 

those interested in participating in or improving disability 

sport experiences. 

- Participated on the selection committee to identify  

12 recipients of Premier’s Awards for Aboriginal Youth 

Excellence in Sport, celebrating the outstanding 

achievements of Indigenous youth athletes throughout  

the province.

- Consulted with 233 youth, 103 inclusion experts and 500 

recreation leaders to inform the Healthy Living Alliance’s 

Youth Inclusion project to better reach marginalized youth.

- Inspired and engaged youth through our partnerships  

with the Canadian Olympic Committee and Canadian 

Paralympic Committee to promote Olympic Day and 

Paralympic Schools Week.

- Developed and facilitated a Gender Equity Pilot with six 

provincial sport organizations to identify strategies for 

attracting and retaining more women and girls in sport, 

with girls aged 11 – 15 and female coaches being the 

primary areas of interest.  

- Awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council Partnership Development Grant with the 

University of British Columbia’s School of Kinesiology, 

valued at over $400K for the next three years, entitled 

Level the Field: Disability Inclusion in Sport.

GROW 
PARTICIPATION  

Tracked the impact of government 

investment on participation rates 

across B.C through the leadership 

of provincial and disability sport 

organizations. 

• 661,174 registered members in  

the B.C. Sport Sector in 2015-2016

• 8.17% growth in overall 

memberships since 2009-2010 

(viaSport's inception) 

• Fastest growing accredited sports 

in B.C. based on membership:

132% growth 

in Sport Climbing

54% growth 

in Water Polo

47% growth 

in Figure Skating 

Enabled increased participation 

of British Columbians in their local 

communities with the programs 

offered through the Regional Alliance 

or funded through grants. 

• 367,000 individuals participated 

in 2,490 recruitment activities in 

141 communities 

• 989 participants attended 26 

events focused on engaging 

Indigenous communities

• 8,790 female and 3,780 male 

participants reached through  

125 events for women and girls

• 2,518 persons with disabilities 

reached through 130 inclusive 

events
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GROWING & UNITING LEADERS
 

A legacy of the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, and with funding provided by 

the Province of British Columbia, viaSport is the lead agency responsible for promoting and 

developing sport in the province.  Key highlights from this past fiscal year include: 

- Developed a national standard on how post-secondary institutions can incorporate the 

National Coaching Certification Program (NCCP) into the curriculum as one strategy to 

increase the number of trained and certified coaches in B.C. 

- Led a collaborative process with experts from across sectors to develop the B.C. Physical 

Literacy Activation Plan and to foster a coordinated approach to ensuring all children and 

youth are on the pathway for physical literacy. 

- United sport leaders and British Columbians to declare their commitment to reduce sport 

bullying through the first phase of a campaign entitled ERASEbullying:

• 95 sport organizations signed a Declaration of Commitment 

• 800 citizens took the online pledge 

- Trained and equipped over 55 elementary school teachers to provide physical literacy 

mentorship to over 300 teachers across British Columbia. 

- Held an annual sector-wide sport leadership conference, Sportscape, in February with close 

to 100 participants from 45 different provincial sport organizations. The theme was Sport as 

a Business, and was intended to build sport leaders' capacity to:

• Drive Results

• Foster Engagement

• Manage Risk

• Increase Revenue

• Build a Service Culture
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MAXIMIZE 
INVESTMENT  

Governed the provincial government’s core 

funding investment to increase participation and 

develop quality and high performance sport in 

every community across B.C. 

 $8M to 53 Provincial Sport Organizations   

  (PSO)

$0.6M to 7 Disability Sport Organizations   

  (DSO)

$2.9M to 12 Multi Sport Organizations (MSO)

For every dollar invested by viaSport, PSOs  

and DSOs are able to generate $3.16 in own 

source revenue.

DEVELOP 
LEADERSHIP 

Continued to lead professional development for 

passionate sport leaders, including volunteers 

and professional coaches through the delivery 

of the National Coaching Certification Program 

across B.C. 

• 33,000 male and 16,000 female coaches 

and officials trained 

• 304 courses hosted by Regional Alliance 

partners across 31 communities, impacting 

5,024 participants 

• 13 viaSport professional development 

sessions attended by individuals from over 

74 sport organizations
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CELEBRATING IMPACT

Collaborated with the organizations that receive government funding through viaSport to  

make a difference across B.C. 

• 9,913 students in 12 different B.C. communities were inspired to get involved with sport 

through the Hero In You school presentations (BC Sports Hall of Fame) 

• 75 Indigenous community groups across all six regions of the province received RunWalk 

program delivery (SportMedBC)

• 13 coach mentors provided expertise to an equal number of apprentice coaches in nine 

different sports during 2016 BC Winter and Summer Games (BC Games Society)

• 20 national training groups based in B.C. were supported by 51 Integrated Support Team 

members (Canadian Sport Institute Pacific)

• $400,000 in government assistance and a total of $1.9M in grants was provided to 7,759 

children so that they could participate in community sport (KidSport)

Partnered with organizations not funded through viaSport to foster alignment and maximize 

provincial reach and impact. 

• 1,600 front line leaders certified in both HIGH FIVE Sport and Principles of Healthy Child 

Development from 177 organizations in over 100 communities, impacting over 16,000 

children (BCRPA)

• 90,028 student athletes competed in 18 high school sports across 153 communities  

(BC School Sports)

• 18,387 individuals participated in 796 community sport, performance sport, leadership 

training and healthy living events within 12 program areas (I•SPARC)

FOSTER EXCELLENCE

Fostered alignment across the high performance 

pathway to provide targeted services and support to 

help athletes reach their potential.

At the 2016 Summer Olympics and Paralympics in Rio: 

44 athletes, 27% of the national 

team, had a connection to B.C.  

on the Canadian Paralympic Team 

 

142 athletes, 45% of the national 

team, had a connection to B.C.  

on the Canadian Olympic Team

905 B.C. athletes are currently on Canadian 

national teams, which is 26% of national team 

rosters.

• 2,252 targeted athletes have been 

identified in the provincial sport system
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PARTNERING ACROSS SECTORS

Partnered with national and provincial organizations, at varying levels of contributions and 

partnership agreements, to fund or shape changes required to improve quality of and access to 

sport and physical activity.  For a complete listing of our partners, please visit viasport.ca.

CHAMPION CHANGE 

Leveraged all channels to inspire and educate B.C. 

citizens by sharing stories, resources and opportunities 

for participation.  

 

	 5.6K Social Media Followers

	242K Website Visits

	 2.6K Newsletter Subscribers

	 23K #ERASEbullying Video Campaign Views

	 24 #ERASEbullying Media Mentions 
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OUR PURPOSE
To champion positive changes so that 

more British Columbians thrive via sport 
and physical activity.

OUR VALUES
Trust

Achievement

Innovation

Collaboration

Passion

For more details visit viaSport.ca


